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dom of North Italy should be conferred on the house of Orsini. Thus
the principle of nationality would be in a way admitted. In this secular
interpretation of Gregory's ideas, the crusade of course took a subordi-
nate place, although the Pope had no notion of giving up the ecumenical
activities of his office.

The first step was to make sure of Romagna for the Papal State.
He at once demanded from Rudolf the renunciation of dominion there.
The king made no resistance. He was fighting for his kingship with
Ottokar of Bohemia, and, as we shall see, his Lombard proteges were
fallen. But he found it difficult to make the renunciation formal and
irrevocable enough to satisfy the Pope, who remembered that the ancient
donation had been treated as unmeaning for three hundred years, and it
was not till February 1279 that every possible guarantee was given. Still
Nicholas was convinced of the reality of the surrender in May 1278, and
could proceed with his further design of ousting Charles from Rome and
Tuscany and of making him the ally of Rudolf. In addition to the power
any strong-willed Pope was bound to have over Charles, Nicholas enjoyed
other advantages. He had mastered the cardinals by a large creation,
and was thus freer than most recent Popes; he was a native Roman, and
could rely on his fellow-countrymen; imperialism in the old sense was
extinct as a political force; and lastly, Charles'power had waned after his
loss of Piedmont and his defeat by Genoa.

Lombardy, in fact, had at last become independent with the fall of
the house of Delia Torre which had ruled Milan. The Ghibellines had
regained much favour in their cities, now that they were dissociated from
any foreign ruler} while the Delia Torre, who employed King Rudolfs
Germans, had made themselves hateful by misgovemment. The lead
against the Milanese tyrant was taken by the Archbishop of Milan, Otto
Visconti,whom he had always kept in exile. The Archbishop rallied the
Ghibelline exiles who formed the majority of the Milanese nobility, and,
in spite of a defeat, seized on Como in November 1277. Thence he attacked
his foes with the support of most of the countryside, and overthrew them
on 21 January 1278 at Desio. The tyrant Napoleon and many of his kin
fell into Otto's hands, and next day Milan received the Archbishop as
her despot. A new grouping of towns at once followed, in which Milan
headed the Ghibelline, and Cremona the Guelf, league, and indecisive
fighting continued for some years, chiefly concerning the possession of
Lodi, which the remaining Delia Torre made their headquarters. It was
dangerous enough to induce the archbishop to submit to call in William VII
of Montferrat in 1278 as Captain-General of Milan for four years.

With Lombardy really lost> Charles was weaker than before in Tuscany.
He had, against his wish, helped his Guelf allies to reconquer and further
depress Pisa in 1275-6; he had also seen in Florence a new single Captain
instituted for the Parte Guelfa, who had in practice equal powers with
Charles" vicar, while the feuds springing up among the Guelfs were